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IL E 1 TE R 


To the Right Honourable the 


E—-- of —, Kc. 


Loudon, June 7. $736: 


8 EN IIEING informed there 4 is 
zz a Bill depending in Parlia- 
» ment to enforce the Oath of 
| 

cf Abjuration upon thoſe that 
have neglected it, and to 
grant them a New Day for 
4 it, 8 ** it my Duty to give 
your: Lordſhip this Trouble, concerning a 
Faragraph or two which ſome intend to of- 
fer in this Bill with reſpe& to Scotland, 
whereby it is ENACTED, That all the Mi 
niſters or legal Incumbents who have not taken 
the ſaid Out, ſhall be obliged to take it before 


the 


obeying within that Time, their Churches kf 
become Vacaut,. ipſo facto, and they, ſbatt- 
proſecuted and turned out of their Pa 


pend; all Presbyteries are obliged to declare 


purpo'e. 


may imagine; for the King's Intereſt can 


KEE ce 


the Pg of OWE, next ; and «por. thrir' typ 


my 


- 


the Sheriff or his Deputy, and all Heritors 
and others are diſcharged to pay them any Sti- 


their Churches vacant, and 'all Patrons are 
impowered and required 70 preſent another 
Incum bus without delay, &c. and to this 


I ſhall not diſpute the Loyalty of thoſe 
that bring in theſe Clauſes, nor their Love 
to the Pcace and Quiet of the Church and 
Kingdom; but am bold to ſay, that how- 
ever good their End may be, their Means 
is not ſo conducive and adapted as they 


never be wel} purſued by confounding and 
diſtracting his Friends. 0 

Tis certain, and denyed by none, That 
the Miniſters, Gentlemen and others of the 
Church of Scotland, who refuſe to take the 
Oath of Abſuration 4s now worded, are ay 
true and hearty Friends to King GEORGE 
as any others in the Wand, expreſſed their 
Zeal for the Hanover Succeſſion in the lare 
Reign, and have given eminent proofs of 
ther Love ard Loyalty to the King and 
Government. during the late unnatural Re- 
belliun, in which gone of their Number en- 

| | gaged, 


6 7˙ 

gaged, but all of 'em did heartily and ſtre-. 
nubuſly oppoſe it in their ſeveral Stations 
and Capacities, and particularly in the 
South and Weſt, where they much contri- 
buted to preſerve that Country from the 
Hands of the Rebels, as is owned by every 
Body. . | 5 
Permit me therefore to gs with your 
Lordſhip in their behalf, tho? you know T 
am none of 'em, having taken that Oath, 
and have been always of an Opinion, That 
the Scruples of thoſe Presbyterians are 
groundleſs. But knowing them to be ho- 
neſt, conſcientious and hearty Friends to the 
Kg and Government, I humbly think all 
poſſible Condeſcention ſhould be made by 
the Parliament to People of their Merit, 
and that rhey ſhould be diftinguiſhed from 
—_—_ — 

I ſay, my Lord, permit me to tell your 
Lordſhip what they have to ſay for them- 
ſelves. Lou know that the Acts of Set- 
tlement and Limitations and the Oath of Ab. 
jnration, which refers to thoſe Acts, were 
made before the Union, and the Oath was 
calculated for the State and Church of Eng- 
land only; and the Union ſecuring the Mem- 
bers of the Church of Scotland from any Oath 
l thi their Principles, (of which Prin- 
ciples they think themſelves to be the beſt 
Judges) they plead that upon the r 


— —_ — - — — ——— — 


Me ts 


1 
ſbould haye been an Oath of Abjaratian 
framed for the Church of Scotland, conſiſtent 
with their Principles, which they would. 
have heartily comply'd with. But this 
having been omitted in making the Union, 
and the late Earl of Ces then at the 
Head of Affairs, being afraid of provoking 
the High-Church Party, by attempting it af- 
ter the Vion, he only concurred with the 
Friends of the Church of Scotland who ſer- 
ved under him, Not to preſs that Oath upon 
the Miniſters of that Church. But when the 
late Queen Ann changed her Miniſtry, and 
| the Enemies of that Church were advanced 
| at Court, and had pack'd a Parliament, an 
| exceſſive Toleration, or rather an Eſtabliſh- 
| ment was granted to the Jacobite Epiſcopal 
Clergy of Scotland, and when the Bill was 
firſt brought in, it only enjoyn'd them to 
take the Oath of Allegiance. Then the 
Friends of the Proteſtant Succeſſion thought 
| it expedient to have the Oath of Abjurat ian 
enjoyned by the ſame Act upon thoſe Epi- 
| copal Men, whoſe Friends thought it expe- 
dient for their purpoſe to have the fame 
Oath enjoyn'd upon the Miniſters of the 
Church of Scotland alſo in the ſame AQ. 
Your Lordſhip may well remember this 
was done without the leaſt Amendment in 
the Oath, to make it more plauſible to the 
Scotch Presbyterians, tho* earneſtly pleaded 
for in both Houſes. , When 
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1 
When the Time came for taking that 
Oath, above 300 Miniſters of that Church 
refuſed it, becauſe of the Clauſe As ir is 
limited, &c. by which they were apprehen- 
live, that they ſwore to all the Limitations 
recited in that Act referr'd to, and conſe- 
quently to the Charch of Englands Govern» 
ment ind Worſhip; And yet they were not 
turn'd out of their Livings; becauſe none 
but two or three of the Scorch Epiſcopal Clere 
#y did take the Oath j and the Queen could 
not handſomely x ef the e ene 
aus, without proſecuting the Epi 5 

which he inflind * 8 9585 =O 

Thus ir ſtood till his Majeſty's happy 
Acceſſion to the Throne, and then the Par- 
liament aſſigned à New Day for taking the 
Oath, altered the Particle 4, to Which in 
the Relative Clauſe, and declared, that no- 
thing was ever intended by that Clauſe 
contrary to the Church of Scotland as by 
Law Eſtabliſnect. 

This not anſweting the Deſign, I hear 
there is another Day to be appointed. by 
the Bill now depending, and another De- 
claration more explicite than the former, 
which I wiſh may have the deſired Suc- 
ceſs, tho? I do not expect it. 

Tis true, the Presbyterian Nonjurors of 
Scotland are willing to take an Oath to te- 
ſtify their firm Allegiance to King GEORG & 

B 


and 


—— 


0 
and the Succeſſion in the Royal Proteſtant 
Family, and to abjure the Popiſh Pretender, 

[ and all other Pretenders to His Majeſty's 
Crown and Kingdoms, provided there be 

i no Words or Sentences in that Oath contra- 

ry to their avowed Principles. But it is the 

 Unhappineſs of thoſe Gentlemen, that tho 
the Particle as is changed into which, and 

k tho' the Parliament has declar'd as above, 

- nay tho? this preſent Act ſhould declare to 
the ſame Purpoſe in a more explicit Man- 
ner, they are ſtill of Opinion, they ought 
not to take the Oath while there is an 
Clauſe in it referring in any fort to the A 
of Limitations ; becauſe (ſay they) in the 
Oath it is mentiond, that they take it ac- 
cording to the expreſs Words of it, and the plain 
and common ſenſe and under ſtanding of the 

ſame Words, and they know not how the 

> Ho of Parliament can alter that 
enſe. £ 


to Thereſoe they fill infif, that the 
1 Oath of Abjuration ſhould not 
be impaſed on them with any ſuch 
Clauſe. 


T remember your Lordſhip objected, that 
the leaving out the Relative Clauſe might 
| give Occaſion to the preſent Nonjurors of 
| reflecting on their Brethren who ns 
. Dat 
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[ 11 ] 
Oath with that Clauſe. And I am now 
credibly inſorm'd, that the Church of Scot- 
land has taken all needful Precaution againſt 
ſuch Reflections, by an Act of her General 
Aſſembly, wherein it is declar d, that the 
jurors and Nonjurors ought not cenſure one 
another for their differing Sentiments about 
the Relative Clauſe, and their differing Pra- 
ctice of taking or not taking the ſaid Oath; 
and this AQ is readily comply'd with by 
both Parties, to the Preſervation of the 
Peace both of Church and State, But, my 
Lord, may not all Occaſion of Cenſure be 
removed by this Act now depending, if the 
Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall think fit to 
leave out the Relative Clauſe, and the ſame 
time declare, it is left out only in Commiſe- 
ration of the weak and neealeſs Scrupuloſities of 
ſome, who are otherwiſe good Subjects; or to 
that purpoſe. | | 
And indeed it cannot be deny'd but that 
they are as worthy Objects of the Parlia- 
ment's Condeſcention in this Affair, as the 
Quakers are in the Caſe of Oaths, and the 
Diſſenting Miniſters of England are in the 
Caſe of ſubſcribing the Articles of the 
Church; for they are as well affected to 
the Government, and as active in the De- 
fence and Service of the State, and there- 
fore may equally hope for ſuch an Indul- 


gence. BE 
_ Beſides 
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[12] 
Besides, y6ur Lordſhip knows that this 
great End of the Oath of Abjuration will 
de gain'd in Scotland without tle Relative 
Clauſe; for as no Epiſcopal Man can fcru- 
ple the taking of that Oath upon account 
ö of that Clauſe, whereby the Prelacy is ſe- 
{ enred ; ſo if it was left out of the Oath for 


. 


bs the Church of Scotland, all his Majeſty's 
| good Subjects would be united and diftin- 
guiſh'd from his Enemies. | | 
Your Lordſhip was pleas'd to ſay, that 
their Scruples are unprecedented among a 
People pretending to Religion and good 
; Senſe. Indeed, my Lord, I am ſorry they 
| differ from the tnoſt part of Men in this 
5 Point, but muſt freely ſay, that ſome of 
bi the preateſt Men in former Times, have 
been ſubject to the like Scruples; for not 
to mention the deluded Jacobites, I ſhall | 
refer your Lordſhip to a Paſſage in the A. 
dridement of Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
tion, Book I. p. 121. where we are told. 
That the ſecular and regular Clergy, did 
i * every where ſweat the OAT H of Su c- 
 -© %.Cx5510N (to the Children of Henry 
| « VIII. by his new Wife 4» of Baloign, 
„ his firſt Wife being alive) which none 
| « did more zealouſly promote than Gardiner, 
« who: before the 6th of May 1534, got 
« all his Clergy to ſwear it: And the Reli- 
« gious Orders being apprehenſive of the 
„ King's 
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King's: Jealouſies of them, took Care to 
remove them, by ſending in Declaration 
vader the Seals of their Houſes, that in, 
their Opinion the-King's preſent Marri- 
age was lawful, and that they would al- 
ways acknowledge him Head of the 
Charch of England, that the Biſhop of 
Rome had no 1 out of his own 
Dioceſe, Sc. A Meeting of the Coun- 
cil ſat at Lambeth, to which many were 
cited, in order to the ſweari ing the Oath, 
among whom was Sir Thomgs More and 
TI. More was firſt called on to take 

; he anſwer'd, That. he. neither blam'd 
theſe that made the Acts, nor thoſe that ſwore 


the Oath, and that he was willing to ſwear to 


maintain the Succeſſion to the Crown, but 
could not rake the Oath as it was conceived, | 


F.ſher, made the ſame Anſwer, bu: all che 


reſt that were cited took it. More was 
much preſs d to give his Reaſons againſt 
it; but he refuſed to do that, for it might 
be called a Diſputing againlt Law, yer, 


he would put them into Writing, if the 
King would command him to do it. 


Craumer ſaid, if he did not blame thoſe 
that took it, it ſeems he was not per- 
ſwaded it was a Sin, and ſo was only 
doubtful of ic'; but he was ſure: he 
ought to obey the Law if it was not ſin- 
fulg ſo there was a Gertaiaty on the one 
% 2: C * bag 


Py. 
. — 
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"TT 
hand and only a Doubt on the other; 
& and therefore the former ought to de- 


+» © termine him. This More confeſs'd did 


e ſhake him a-little ; but he ſaid, he thought 
« in bis Conſcience that it would be a Sin in 
« him, and offered to © tate his Oath apon 
&« that, and that he was not led by any other 


© Conſideration, The AOT of Weftminſter” 


ce told him, he ought to think his Conſcience 
cc was milled ſince the Parliament was of a- 


« ing a rich ignorant Abbor,, But More 
c ſaid, If the Farliament of England was a- 
„ eainſt him, yet he believed all the reſt of Chri- 


« fendom was on his ſide, In conculſion, 
| © both he and Fiſher declar'a, that they thought 
„% it was in the Power of the Parliament to 
' © ſettle the Succeſhon to the Crown, and ſo 


“ were ready to ſivear to that; but they could 
e not take the Oath that was tendered to them, 


« for by it they muſt ſwear to maintain all the 


nother Mind; an Argument well becom- 


“ Contents in the Act of Succeſſion, and in it 


„ the King s former Marriage was declared un- 


« lawful, to which they could not aſſent. 
“ Cranmer preſs'd, that this might be ac- 
© cepted; for if they once ſwore to main- 
« tain the Succeſſion, ir would conduce 


“ much to the Quiet of, the Nation; but 


« ſharper Counſels were more acceptable: 
« fo they were both committed ro the 
ver. The old Biſhop was allo hardly 

| | + mig, 


; r 

e uſed, both in his Cloths and Diet; he 
4 had only Rags to cover him, and Fire 
Was often deny'd him; which was a 
« Cruelty not capable of any Excuſe, and 
« was as barbarous as it was imprudent. 

I ſhall not comment on this pregnant 
Paſſage, for every Body may ſee that ſome 
very great Men 4 England, have ſhewn as 
much Weakneſs as theſe Nonuring Scotch 
Presbyterians. | 

Your Lordſhip was pleas'd alſo to fay, - 
you had. been inform'd, that many of thoſe 
Non-jurors will not rake any Oith'of Ab- 
juration; and that therefore the deſir'd A- 
mendment would not ſerve the intended 
Putpoſe. I believe your Lordſhip has been 
Ki At 0 for I doubt if there be any 
that abſolurely refuſe all Oaths of Abjura- 
tion. But it e ſhould be one or two 
excentrical Men, of pecul:ar Notions about 
Oaths; and tho' 1 muſt give them up to 

enjoy their Noſtrums, cum periculo, as not 
being able to ſpeak for them; yet the. 
whole Body of the Nonjurors will be well 
ſatisfy'd co Fo this Amendment, and ſo will 
the Juron too, and it will certainly unite 
them further and render them capable of 
any future Service for the Government, 
and keep them in profound Peace. 

But, my Lord, if this preſent Act only 
declare as above, and retain the Relative 


© 2 Clauſe 


rid Methods with conſcientious and lo 
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veral Noble Lords and: worthy Gentlemen 
have remonſtrated to the contrary ; 1 am 
afraid the Conſequences will not he agree- 
able, but afford Reaſon to, be ſorry for ſuch 

val. 
Subjects. . Dog 
For without that Amendment many of 
the preſent Nonjurors will, at all Hazards,' 
refuſe to take the Oarh ; and the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate muſt execute the Law apainſt them, 
and their Juring Brethren obliged by a 
Law to plant their Churches with other 
Miniſters, which many of the Jurors will 
not do, but rather take up with the ſame 
Lot of their ſequeſtrated Brethren, Andi if 
the Jurors do concur to plant the Nonju- 
rors Kirks, will not the People be infa m'd 
againſt them as vile Perſecutors of their 
conſcientious Brethren, and ſo their Mini- 
ſtry will be blaſted ? | 
How many excellent Miniſters, of whom: 
the World is not worthy, muſt be turned 


out of Doors wicht their Wives and Chil- 


&ren, without being provided for ſuch a 
Storm with any worldſy Means? And prey, 
my Lord, coulider the Jaccbites will flame 
5 ; > Fed | the 


_ 


ee 
the Reckoning, and foment their Biſcon- 
tents: Will they not laugh at the Nomu- 
rors, when expos'd to all rhe Calaryities of | 
Poverty and Neglect, after having: been 
zealous for the Government, only” fbr a 
needleſs Sentence jn an Oath 2 Mit they 
not jeeringly ſay, that the Government did 
{cruple the leaving out the Relative Cauſe 
as much as the Nonjuror did the taKing'ir? ' 
And ſo poor Peoples Affections will B&AIRK-" 
rated from the Eſtabliſh'd Church and from 
the State, by playing on their Mifertes; '#hd 
improving every Turn to the Diſad vantdpe- 
of both. Oh! What Confuſion mult ehe i 
the Church of Scotland, by theſe diſtfeſſed 
Brethren (as they will be called) and the u · 
merous People that will ad here to chem with 
Li e and Fortune? Tell it not in Gath' let 
it never be ſaid by Enemies, that that Chureli 
is expoſed to more Diviſions and Convul- 
lions in this Reign than in the laſt; Did 
fhe ever deſerve ſuch Treatment from thoſe 
that bring in the pinching Clauſes ? Et #46 
guogne m2 filt ? Have not her Members acted 
a brave Part in the laſt Reign; @ braver 
Fart than any other Body of Men in Br#- 

tain, if all was known ? And when Ge? 
put the Bailance of Power lately in theit 
Hands, did they not adhere to the Govern- 
ment to a Man, and caft the BaVance irs 
the Scale of the Proteſtant Religion, King 
GEOKGE 


1018. 
GEORGE and the Conſtitution? Surely 
then, my Lord, they ſhould not be broken 
for a Trifle, becauſe you may have farther , 
Services for them as a Body. 

And as the Nonjurors will regard them- 
ſelves as perſecuted for adhering to a good 
Conſcience, io. their Sufferings will draw 
Compaſſion from People of all Denomina- 


tions; which will not prove conducing to 


the Honour and Peace of the Government? 
Nay, my Lord, I don't know but ſuch Con. 
fuſions and Ditorders may, enſue by execu- 
ting this new Law, (which ſome perhaps 
will take pleaſure to execute rigorouſly) as 
may plead for a Standing Army to ſuppreſs 
them, and may coſt the Government a. con- 
ſiderable Expence of Blood and Treaſure, 
beyond the Value of the Relative Claule ; 
for I aſſure your Lordſhip, that when once 
thoſe People are got into a State ol Separa- 
tion, by denn thruſt out of the Church, 
they will readily retire to the Mountains, 
and keep Field Conventicles, as ſome of 
'em were bred to in the Reign of King 
Charles II. by reaſon of the pinching Laws 
then made on purpoſe to provoke Men to 
deſperate Cour ſes, that a ſpecious pretence 
might be had for a Standing Army. And 
when theſe poor Nonjurors are thus forced 
into the Wilderneſs, they will not regard 
an Ad of Parliament or General Aſſembly 

| any 


E 
any more than a Ballad. They will infal- 
libly preach up their Covenants, and thiere- 
by draw many Thouſands to their Party: 
They will not ſhun Dangers; and when 
overcome, they will bs ambitious to ſuffer 
Martyrdom for their peculiar Opintons, and 
God knows when or how ſuch a Divifion 
will end. = | a 
1 hope your Lordſhip will conſider the 
Premiſes, and . endeavour to prevent the 
Miſchiets that now threaten: that Church, 
and the Peace of the Civil Adminiſtration 
too in the Iſſue, which may be eaſily pre- 
vented by a ſmall Condeſcention at this 
time, and which Condeſcention thoſe Pres- 
byterian Nonjurors highly deſerve at the 
Hands of the State for good Service done, 
and may deſerve it farther if need be. 
I'm aſtogiſh'd to hear that they who are 
molt zealous for theſe pinching Clauſes to 
be added, are generally eſteem'd Well-wi- 
ſhers to the Church of Scotland, and true 
Friends to the Government; for were it an 
Enemy, I could have bore it ; no Enemy 
could deſire greater Miſchief than to pur- 
ſue the old Maxim, Divide & impera, Nay, 
I hear the ſume Topicks of Argument are 


| uſed by them, as were uſed in the late 


Reign by the 'Tories for the ſame purpaſe. 
Pray, my Lord, do not joyn them in this, for 
I believe they will repent it. But Pm ſorry 

| that 


Intereſt of 08 and the, ce 
| 955 ne oe oa ks, ri Fr 
Hy I Humours of GC Men, Who 


often made a Stalking Horſe; of . 
705 we. k beg pardon for 5 of 
r, yah not for my Freedom, which 
=” is always moſt agreeable Lo your 
dip, aud! conclude, e 


17980 * de, Lordſhip s old Friend, N 
Ba obliged and ob-dient Servant, 
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